
Fisk & Crawford  

Former Power Plants 



Background 

Activity Date 

PERRO/LVEJO meeting  August 30 

CLC letter outlining concerns  September 18 

Concept proposed  October 10 

Draft work plan November 21 

Community Fact Sheet November 29 

Monitoring conducted  December 3-6 

Present results February  



Key Questions 

• Are elevated levels of dust blowing into the surrounding community 

from the sites? 

 

• Do people in communities surrounding the plants have higher levels 

of radiation exposure compared to communities not near the plants? 



Work Plan Objectives 

• Collect perimeter particulate readings (normal conditions) 

• Collect perimeter particulate readings (abnormal conditions) 

• Collect meteorological data (temp, wind speed/direction, pressure)  

• Collect real-time gamma radiation screening readings with GPS 

• Surrounding neighborhoods & compare 

 



Participants 

U.S. EPA (Superfund, Brownfields, ARD, LCD) 

Weston Solutions, Inc. 

Illinois EPA 

ATSDR/CDC 

Illinois Department of Public Health 
City of Chicago Bureau of Environmental Health & Safety Management 

PERRO 

LVEJO 

Midwest Generation, LLC 



Crawford Property Boundary 



Around Crawford 



Around Crawford 

Data Ram #3 - December 5th at 10:23am 



Inside Crawford 

Coal Pile Storage Area 



Fisk Property Boundary 



Around Fisk 



Around Fisk 



Stationary Particulate Data 



Particulates 



Stationary Data - Crawford 

DAY 1 

Mist – AM 

Wind – PM 

Warm 

DAY 3 

Clear 

Calm 

Cold 



Stationary Data - Fisk 

DAY 2 

Sun 

Wind 

Warm 

Wind shift 

DAY 4 

Calm 

Cold 

All data points at https://r5imt.net/pilsen/ 



Particulate & Relative Humidity 



Regional Particulate Data 

 

http://www.epa.gov/airtrends/pm.html 

 

http://www.epa.gov/airtrends/pm.html


National Particulate Data 



Mobile Data 

• 3 runs/day 



Mobile Perimeter Runs 

All data points at https://r5imt.net/pilsen/ 



Data 

• Radiation screening 

• Background 

 



Rad Screening Around Fisk 



Rad Screening Around Crawford 



Rad Screening Reference Areas 

All data points at https://r5imt.net/pilsen/ 



Results 

DUST 

 Particulate (PM-10) monitoring in both stable & unstable conditions did not 

reveal levels of concern for dust from either site. 

 Particulate (PM-10) levels are consistent with background dust levels found in 

urban areas. 

 

RADIATION 

 Gamma radiation levels surrounding both sites are similar to reference 

neighborhoods. 

 Gamma radiation levels are consistent with background levels found in urban 

areas. 

 



Outreach - Fact Sheets 



http://epa.gov/region5/littlevillagepilsen/ 



http://www.epa.gov/reg5oair/enforce/pilsen/ 



Outreach Ideas 

 Final Fact Sheet (same distribution) 

 Final report (POLREP) 

 Updated websites 

 Community Availability Session 

▫ Loewenthal Metals 

▫ Pilsen Area Soils Assessment 

▫ Former Manufactured Gas Plants 

▫ Fisk/Crawford Air Monitoring 



Questions 

Paul Ruesch 

On Scene Coordinator 

U.S. EPA Region 5 

Phone: 312-886-7898 

Cell: 312-919-4382 

Email: ruesch.paul@epa.gov 




